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Worship Service for Peace in Colombia:

Prelude
Call to Worship

Leader: We gather together here today to pray for peace in Colombia. Aswe gather
to pray for peace, we reflect on what we are being called to do in order to be
peacemakersin our world. Prayer is not a substitute for action, but challenges and
prepares us for action. In the book, Compassion: A Reflection on the Christian Life,
Donald McNeill, Douglas Morrison and Henri Nouwen share the following reflection:

"If the emphasis on prayer were an escape from direct engagement with the many needs
and pains of our world, then it would not be areal discipline of the compassionate life.
Prayer challenges usto be fully aware of the world in which we live, and to present it
with all its needs and painsto God. It is this compassionate prayer that calls for
compassionate action. The discipleis called to follow the Lord not only into the desert
and onto the mountain to pray but also into the valley of tears, where help is needed,
and onto the cross, where humanity isin agony. Prayer and action, therefore, can never
be seen as contradictory or mutually exclusive. Prayer without action grows into
powerless pietism, and action without prayer degenerates into questionable
manipulation....In prayer we meet Christ, and in him all human suffering. In service, we
meet people, and in them, the suffering Christ."

Let us pray:

(from Hymnal: A Worship Book
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Prayers for Peace

Prayer #1
Leader: Let us pray together:

All: Listening God, you hear our prayers before we speak, yet welcome our
praying; ther efore we come with confidenceto lay our requests before you.
Leader: We pray for the whole people of God, for faithfulness and strength to
persevere in righteousness.

All: Lord, Hear our Prayerc¢

Leader: We pray for the nations of the world, for al leaders and for those who make
policy decisions. We pray for the commonwealth of our global community

All: Lord, Hear our Prayer

Leader: We pray for those who are overcome by violence, for victims of injustice or
oppression, and for those in poverty or pain. We pray for all who need healing and
peace.

All: Lord, Hear our Prayer

Leader: We pray for those who endure trials, for those who are dying, and for those
who mourn. We pray for al who need comfort and hope.

All: Lord, Hear our Prayer

Leader: You have heard the prayers of your people, O God. We rest in the comfort of
your care, aswe pray in Jesus' name.

All: Amen

L eader: Jesus taught us to speak of hope as the coming of God’ s kingdom

All: We believe that God is at work in our world turning hopeless and evil situations
into good.

We believe that goodness and justice and love will triumph in the end and that tyranny
and oppression cannot last forever.

Oneday all tearswill be wiped away;

the lamb will lie down with the lion,

and justice will roll down like amighty stream.

Thisisour faith.

Thisis our hope.

Thisisour call.

(The above litanies were modified from Hymnal: A Worship Book)

Prayer #2
Leader: Wewill be listening to a spoken hymn. The hymn is entitled "O God of Every
Nation" and was written by William W. Reid:
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Voice 1: O God of every nation,

Of every race and land,

Redeem your whole creation
With your almighty hand,;
Where hate and fear divide us,
And bitter threats are hurled,
In love and mercy guide us,
And heal our strife-torn world.

Voice 2: From search for wealth and power

And scorn of truth and right,
From trust in bombs that shower
Destruction through the night,
From pride of race and station
And blindness to your way,

Deliver every nation,
Eternal God, we pray.

Voice 3: Lord, strengthen all who labor

That all may find release
From fear of rattling saber,
From dread of war’ sincrease;
When hope and courage falter,

Lord, let your voice be heard;

With faith that none can alter,
Y our servants under gird.

All: Keep bright in usthe vision
Of days when war shall cease,
When hatred and division

Give way to love and peace,

Till dawns the morning glorious

When truth and justice reign,

And Christ shall rule victorious
O’er al theworld’ s domain.

Prayer #3
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Litanies

Litany #1

LITANY OF RESISTANCE

by Jim Loney (CPT Reservist), Toronto, Ontario
This Litany contributed by Christian Peacemaker Teams

One: Let us pray - You have learned
how it is said

All: Love your neighbor and hate
your enemy

One: But | say this to you who are
listening

All: Love you enemies

One: Do good to those who hate you
All: Bless those who curse you
One: Be compassionate

All: Judge not

One: Do not condemn

All: Grant pardon

One: Because the amount you
measure out

All: Is the amount you will be given
back

One: Let everything you do

All: Be donein love

One: Blessed are the poor

All: For theirs is the kingdom of
God

One: Blessed are they who mourn now
All: For they will be comforted
One: Blessed are the meek

All: For they will inherit the earth
One: Blessed are they who hunger and
thirst for justice

All: For they will be satisfied
One: Blessed are the merciful

All: For they will be shown mercy
One: Blessed are the pure in heart
All: For they will see God

One: Blessed are the peacemakers
All: For they will be called the
daughters and sons of God

One: Blessed are they who are

persecuted because of righteousness
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All: For theirs is the kingdom of

heaven.

One: Deliver us, O God

All: Guide our feet in the ways of
your peace.

One: In humility, we ask

All: Hear our prayer. Grant us
peace.

One: In humility, we ask

All: Hear our prayer. Grant us
peace.

One: Lamb of God, you take away the
sins of the world

All: Have mercy on us

One: Lamb of God, you take away the
sins of the world

All: Free us from the bondage of
sin and death

One: Lamb of God, you take away the
sins of the world

All: Hear our prayer. Grant us
peace.

One: For the victims of war

All: Have mercy

One: Women, men and children

All: Have mercy

One: The maimed and the crippled
All: Have mercy

One: The abandoned and the
homeless

All: Have mercy

One: The imprisoned and the tortured
All: Have mercy

One: The widowed and the orphaned
All: Have mercy
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One: The bleeding and the dying

All: Have mercy

One: The weary and the desperate
All: Have mercy

One: The lost and the forsaken

All: Have mercy

One: For those fleeing in terror

All: Have mercy

One: For our scorched and blackened
earth

All: Forgive us for we know not
what we do

One: For the scandal of billions wasted
in war

All: Forgive us for we know not
what we do

One: For our leaders who wage war in
our name

All: Forgive us for we know not
what we do

One: For our Caesars and our Herods
All: Forgive us for we know not
what we do

One: For our generals and tacticians
All: Forgive us for we know not
what we do

One: For the men and women in battle
All: Forgive us for we know not
what we do

One: For the men and women training
for war

All: Forgive us for we know not
what we do

One: For the scientists and
researchers

All: Forgive us for we know not
what we do

One: For the arms dealers and the
merchants of death

All: Forgive us for we know not
what we do

One: For our taxes that fund the evil of
war

All: Forgive us for we know not
what we do

One: Deliver us, O God

All: Guide our feet into the ways of
peace

One: In humility, we ask

All: Hear our prayer. Grant us
peace.

One: From the arrogance of power
All: Deliver us

One: From the poverty of violence
All: Deliver us

One: From the tyranny of greed

All: Deliver us

One: From the ugliness of racism
All: Deliver us

One: From the politics of hypocrisy
All: Deliver us

One: From the hysteria of nationalism
All: Deliver us

One: From the cancer of hatred

All: Deliver us

One: From the seduction of wealth
All: Deliver us

One: From the addiction of control
All: Deliver us

One: From the avarice of imperialism
All: Deliver us

One: From the idolatry of national
security

All: Deliver us

One: From the despair of fatalism
All: Deliver us

One: From the violence of apathy
All: Deliver us

One: From the filth of war

All: Deliver us

One: From the profanity of war

All: Deliver us

One: From the necessity of war

All: Deliver us

One: From the madness of war

All: Deliver us

One: From the blasphemy of war
All: Deliver us

One: From the brutality of war

All: Deliver us

One: From the demonic waste of war
and of preparation for war

All: Deliver us

One: Deliver us, O God

All: Guide our feet into the ways of
peace

One: In humility, we ask

All: Hear our prayer. Grant us
peace.

One: Obedience to God comes before
obedience to human authority

All: Render unto Caesar what is
Caesar's and unto God what is God's
One: Let your will be done, not mine
All: With the help of God's grace
One: Let us resist and confront evil
everywhere we find it

All: With the help of God's grace
One: With the waging of war

All: We will not comply

One: With all preparation and training
for war

All: We will not comply

One: With the forces of fear
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All: We will not comply

One: With the legalization of murder
All: We will not comply

One: With the legalization of genocide
All: We will not comply

One: With laws that betray human life
All: We will not comply

One: With the bombing of civilians
All: We will not comply

One: With the bombing of cities

All: We will not comply

One: With the violating of our earth
All: We will not comply

One: With the destruction of peoples
All: We will not comply

One: With the raping of women

All: We will not comply

One: With governments that are blind
to the sanctity of life

All: We will not comply

One: With economic structures that
impoverish and dehumanize

All: We will not comply

One: With the manipulation and control
of public information

All: We will not comply

One: With economics that manufacture
instruments of death

All: We will not comply

One: With economics that practice the
use of instruments of death

All: We will not comply

One: With the perpetuation of violence
All: We will not comply

One: With structures that divide rich
from poor

All: We will not comply

One: With the hypocrisy of political
maneuvering

All: We will not comply

One: With the help of God's grace

All: We will struggle for justice
One: With the compassion of Christ
All: We will stand for what is true
One: With God's abiding kindness
All: We will love even our enemies
One: With the love of Christ

All: We will resist all evil

One: With God's unending faithfulness
All: We will work to build the
beloved community

One: With Christ's passionate love
All: We will carry the cross

One: With God's overwhelming
goodness

All: We will walk as pilgrims of
peace

One: With Christ's fervent conviction
All: We will labour for truth

One: With God's infinite mercy

All: We will live in solidarity with all
people

One: In the end there are three things
that last

All: Faith, hope and love, and the
greatest of these is love

One: Let us abide in God's love

All: Thanks be to God.
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Activities

Activity #1

Activity for: the cloud of witnesses, “ Sharing in the Suffering and the Hope,”
should allow for broad participation within a congregation.
Theme message: “ Our hope is bathed in sorrow and indignance,
but we livein faith that Scripture will be fulfilled, that truth and
righteousness will one day reign.” -- victims from Colombian
churches

Thisis an artistic paraphrase of sentiments and quotes from war victims who shared
their stories of searing loss, courage and vision through the documentation program.

What you will need: washed grapes, abowl! of salt water.
What you could do: 1) arrange grapes around bowl! of salt water,
perhaps at atable in front of the sanctuary. 2) each participant
takes one grape, dipsit in the saltwater, and eats the grape.
What this symbolizes for God’ s people in Colombia:
Grapes- the sweetness of hope, faith that sustains.
God’ s promise that evil will not have the last word, that
truth and justice will prevail.
Saltwater - tearsand sweat .

Song(s)
o “How Can We be Silent” from Sing the Journey asks how people of God
can be silent when they know of hurting of the global body. What alead
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from joint prayer and education on Sunday to an action Monday! The
melody might be new, but it’s upbeat and catchy. It isone of the songs
included on Sing the Journey CD (1 of 2).

o Other possibility, framed as an invitation from Colombian churches,
“Come walk with us the journey islong.”

Activity #2
Colombia and peace; Lenten liturgy

Thisliturgy for children focuses on Colombia, wherethereisneed for peace.
Reflection isaround the Gospel reading of Matthew 4:1-11, and theliturgy could
take place within a Mass, wherethe children regroup after their timetogether. The
liturgy isdesigned for Lent Fast Day.

Today’s Gospel is Matthew 4:1-11

For this session you will need a Bible, colouring pens and paper, a map of the world
and some cardboard.

1. Gospel story

Ask the children to sit quietly and close their eyes. Tell them to imagine that they arein
acavein the desert. Inthe daytimeit is very hot, but at night it is freezing cold. Thereis
not much to eat or to drink. It isvery quiet. Ask them to open their eyes and listen to
today’ s Gospel story. Read to them, or tell them the story in your own words.

Ask them to draw a picture of Jesusin the desert.
2. Discussion

Ask the children who would like to be very rich. Who would like to be famous? Who
would like to be aking or aqueen? What are the good things and the bad things about
being arich celebrity?

Isthis what God wants us to be? What sort of person does God want usto be? Think
back to the story of Jesusin the desert. He was really tempted to be a very powerful
king, but he realised that God wanted something different from him. To God it is not
important how rich or how famous you are, but what sort of person you are.

3. Activity
Show the children a map of the world. Sit in acircle around the map. Explain that in

many countries people are praying very hard for peace. In some places there has been
war or fighting for along time. Point out Colombiain South America
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Explain that this CAFOD Fast Day we are praying for peace around the world. In
Colombialots of children have made little crosses to show that they are praying for
peace. They wave the crosses in the air when they are on processions for peace.

Ask the children to make their own little crosses e.g., from cardboard or paper, and
colour them in. These can be taken in procession when the children rgjoin the Mass.

4. Prayer

Ask each child to hold the cross they have just made and sit quietly. The response to
each prayer is"We pray for peace.”

For example,

Jesus our friend and our brother.

Response: We pray for peace

Teach us how to be the people God wants us to be.

Response: We pray for peace

Help us to remember that love is more important than money and power.
Response: We pray for peace

Amen.

© Linda Jones

From: CAFOD

http://www.caf od.org.uk/resources/worship/liturgies_and_services/children_s liturgies/
colombia_and_peace

Sending/Benediction

This would be a good opportunity for your community to sign a
petition or a letter to government — as you have discerned — and to
make announcements for the next day’s action.

Suggested Benedictions from The Mennonite Hymnal: A
Worship Book are:

#7162
# 763
#1765
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